[Hepatic stellate cells: it's role in normal and pathological conditions].
Hepatic fibrosis is a dynamic and sophisticatedly regulated wound healing response to chronic hepatocellular injury. This fibrotic process results from the accumulation of extracellular matrix (ECM) including collagen, proteoglycan, and adhesive glycoproteins which are principally produced by hepatic stellate cells (HSC), a mesenchymal cell type located between parenchymal cell plates and sinusoidal endothelial cells in the space of Disse. In physiological conditions, quiescent HSCs play important roles in the regulation of retinoid homeostasis and ECM remodeling by producing ECM components as well as metalloproteases and its inhibitor. However during hepatic fibrogenesis, HSCs are known to be activated or "transdifferentiated" to myofibroblast-like cells which play a pivotal role in ECM remodeling and hepatic blood flow regulation. Activation of HSC is now well established as the key process involved in the development of hepatic fibrosis. Both basic morphology and functions of HSCs in normal conditions and its role in pathological fibrosis will be discussed in this review.